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Dear Friends,
I wonder if you remember the old Sunday School prize givings? I used to look
forward to them every year. Those small cards in which we faithfully collected our
stars, adding up, finally, to a shiny new book. I love new books and I love reading.
I very much hope that others were blessed by their ‘prizes’ as much as I was. They
were always far more blessing than bribe!
It was one such prize giving book that began my love affair with the Old Testament,
though I don’t think I realised it at the time. In it I was introduced for the first time
to the subject of flood legends. I knew the story of Noah of course. I was a good
Sunday School boy and could sing “two by two by two” with the best of them. But
here, suddenly, I discovered a whole new world. There were floods, arcs, rafts and
animals everywhere. What a challenging and wonderful thought?
I was reminded of those moments recently as I read a more recent book about the flood legends of the
Pacific and especially those connected with New Zealand. Who knew the Maori weren’t there first? For
extra credit do you know who was? There are so many stories, fascinating, compelling and thought
provoking. I have never been that interested in travelling, when you come from Yorkshire everything else
is, well... Now I have a list of odd places I would love to visit.
Our biblical story of Noah is equally fascinating. Scholars think that it is woven from two sources. One
ancient, a legend maybe, a powerful memory set down so that it couldn’t be forgotten. The other a fresh
retelling by a clever priest renewing the story for a new generation with its own experience of disaster in
the exile. The story turns, literally, on a small phrase from our clever priest, “and God remembered Noah.”
Genesis 8:1. It is the exact centre of the story. The end of the story picks up the same theme, the rainbow
is given as a reminder to God. A heavenly aide memoir to an occasionally forgetful deity! Good job God
hadn’t made ‘post it notes’ or it wouldn’t be quite as beautiful.
The story seeks to assure us that we are not forgotten, as real and as hurtful as that feeling can be and often
is. The story concludes with a promise of blessing and a future. These are themes we need to hold close as
we move towards the final stages of the pandemic. We are not forgotten. We are blessed. The future is gift
and grace, to be accepted, received, welcomed and embraced. God remembers, knows, attends, acts and
blesses. We may begin, almost, to breathe and to believe again.
The River Tees looks very high at the moment but I don’t think I will need an ark just yet. God on the other
hand I need with each and every moment. Be blessed and be a blessing
Tim
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The census
is here
Sunday 21 March

By taking part, you will
help inform decisions about
the things that matter to
you and your community.
If you need help to fill
in your census form,
we’ve got it covered.

CGPTA8VA-A

Visit www.census.gov.uk
to find out more.

All the King’s men
In the month of January All the King’s men group met over Zoom
and we discussed six tensions us men tend to come across and
have to face up to in life.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tension between Meaning and Career
Tension between Suffering and Comfort
Tension between Inner life and External persona
Tension between Playing it safe and Reaching true fulfilment
Tension between being patient and when to be aggressive.
Tension between Living well and Living right.

For this month we will meet on Saturday 27th February at 10am. Brian will show his LEGO collection
and discuss how as men we are often called to the repair work of God where we are required to ‘Put and
Bring things back together’.
Take the giant leap of mankind and join us on Saturday 27th February.
Brian
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News from Cockerton
In November 2020, we celebrated the 145th Anniversary of Cockerton
Methodist Church, the building that stands prominently on Cockerton
village green.
A chance comment at a Church Council meeting lead to a brief discussion
of what being a member of the Church family means to so many people.
From this discussion an idea was sparked to ask our members to share
their memories and thoughts on just what being part of the church meant
to them. The plan was to incorporate the memories into the anniversary
celebration service. Unfortunately, due to the Covid pandemic we couldn’t
meet in person in our wonderful church to celebrate the anniversary however, we were very much together
in thought and prayer as we reflected on the treasured memories.
Grateful thanks go to all our church members past and present who contributed
in to the collection of memories which made such interesting reading. Fellowship,
friendship, love, prayer, praise, support and traditions through good and not so
good times, wonderful food shared at special occasions along with the teachings
and worship that have nurtured our journey of faith together were just some of the
words mentioned many times in the memories.
As we celebrated and gave thanks for 145 years of Cockerton Methodist church,
the building which has stood the test of time through all seasons, two world wars,
redevelopment and many challenges previous generations have faced, it became
very evident that the most precious and important part of Cockerton church was
not just the building, but more importantly the people who make up the church family. I want to share
part of Lorna Wilkinson contribution to the memories, she explains this so well; “Although I have many
memories of Cockerton I decided that instead of sharing them I would give thanks for the many people who
over the years had the vision, faith and commitment to found and keep a place of worship on the Green. For
more than fifty years the first Methodist Chapel was the only place of worship in the village and then with great
courage the congregation raised £2,117 to build a new church in 1875. There were many difficult times in the
years that followed especially during two world wars. In WW1 eight men from this church were killed and over
the four years of the war the church had to manage without any young people. In my lifetime during WW2 the
church buildings were requisitioned by the army and for six years the church leaders struggled to keep a Sunday
school going at a local school and maintain worship. Each generation of our people has faced problems of dealing
with changing social conditions, modernising the building, financial costs and nurturing the congregation, but
whatever the problem God has raised up amongst us the right people who with prayer and dedication were able
to take the church forward. Now I want to honour the men and women of the past and give thanks for those of
this generation for their faith and loyalty”.
The ongoing COVID Pandemic has presented everyone with challenges in our
normal routines of daily life that we know and love. Activities, meetings, services
of worship face to face inside our lovely Church building have all stopped for the
moment. I personally do believe this past ten months has given me the time and
opportunity to stop in the busy tracks of my normal life and just realise what is
really important. The love, support, friendships and fellowship shared with my
church family over many years and just recently as we welcome new members,
do all play a very important part in my life, for which I am truly blessed and
grateful for.
So now as we move forward and prepare for the future together, on our journey
of faith at Cockerton Methodist church, let us remain steadfast in our faith,
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ready to serve our Lord with all our heart no matter what lies ahead and in all the
challenges to come let us: “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not be
afraid or discouraged, for the Lord my God is with you. He will not fail you or forsake
you ….” 1 Chronicles 28:20.
May God bless you all until we can meet again in person inside our little church
on Cockerton green to share wonderful worship, prayer and praise - oh and
afterwards lots of catch up chat over cuppa and cake!
Denise Pearson
Harrowgate Hill
Again nothing much to report from Harrowgate Hill as we are still closed apart from the preschool and
a support group who are continuing to meet, hopefully when the Government review the situation this
month we will be in a position to consider recommending worship.
We are continuing to pass on information provided by Lindy, which we are very grateful for, to our
members either by email or printed copies for those don’t have access to the internet. Stay safe everyone
and keep praying!
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a
future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.”
Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NLT)
Sue Case
Barton
I enjoy music and epecially singing. We haven’t been abel to sing in Chapel for nearly a year now - won’t
it be good when we can? There will be lots of ‘Songs of Praise’, I do join in with the hymns on the TV
programme! I have thought of a few songs that amused or made me smile:
‘Stand by me’ - socially distanced or maybe ‘Don’t stand so close to me (The Police); ‘I wanna hold your
hand’ (The Beatles) - no, you can’t do that! or how about, ‘I could have danced all night (The King & I) - we
wish! Or try this, ‘Those were the days my friend, we thought they’d never end, we would sing and dance
for ever and a day (Mary Hopkins). All great music and one final one: ‘Times, they are a changing (Bob
Dylan) - yes they have! However we will get through this - keep the faith!
Joan Marwood
My favourite flower is the snowdrop. No matter how cold and stormy January may be,
these little flowers bloom, giving a special beauty to a Winter landscape. It’s a symbol of
hope, reminding us that Spring will soon be with us. Although we are living in difficult and
scary times, we must not lose hope. God has good things in store for us, and is always just
a prayer away!
Marjorie Brentley

Barnard Castle
January is renowned as being the coldest month in the year and 2021 has been no exception being the
coldest in the last 10 years (according to a BBC weather forecaster). With frost, snow and lockdown, life
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can seem very bleak therefore by contacting someone, either with a phone call or
some other form of technology, can certainly cheer the callee and indeed the caller.
As Barnard Castle went into Tier 4 after Christmas the Leadership Team and the
Church’s Covid Vision Group met, via Zoom, to discuss whether we should continue
to meet for socially distanced worship. After prayerful deliberation it was decided
to close the building for the five weeks in January – this decision was not made
lightly but because quite a number of the Church Family are elderly and awaiting
vaccine jabs and coupled with the extremely cold weather, it was considered the
best course of action to take. These two Groups met again at the end of January and
it was agreed to extend the closure until the end of February at such time most of
the elderly members of the Church Family will have been vaccinated and the Government’s roadmap will
hopefully indicate the way forward.
The weekly information from District has proved invaluable and has been cascaded down by a weekly
email and others, who do not have the technology, have received paper copies of the worship information.
On the first Sunday in January, The Pathway invited our Church to join them in a virtual Sunday service
via Zoom. This has continued and has been an outstanding success with different leaders sharing God’s
message through preaching, prayer and readings and we have all enjoyed singing hymns together, muted
of course. After the service, break out groups enjoy coffee, tea and a chat - this has brought everyone
closer together for although people generally know one another to say hello, this chat session has resulted
in folk getting to know one another even better.
Two of our cell groups continue to meet - we have one group that meets via Zoom every first and third
Monday evening and the other group keeps in contact via telephone – each week a member chooses a
Bible reading, telephones the others, and at 10:30am on a Monday morning they read the chosen passage
in their own homes, united through the word of God.
Despite being physically separated from one another we can all take strength in the knowledge that God
is always with us and therefore we are never alone.
Margaret Wills
Elm Ridge
We at Elm Ridge took the decision to temporarily suspend worship services with effect from the beginning of January, with a view to reviewing the situation at the end of that month. Our review decision
was that sadly the suspension of worship should continue during February, and a further review will take
place following the Government’s announcements expected at the end of February, the issue of updated
Methodist Church Guidelines and the meeting of the Darlington Circuit Covid Group.
During closure our Property Team are continuing with the regular maintenance work required around
the building, keeping the grounds tidy, and performing the weekly checks of all utilities. Extensive roof
works will commence in March once the weather hopefully has improved to enable the contractors to
start their work. Likewise the Pastoral Team is as busy as ever keeping in regular touch with the church
family, mainly by telephone, leaving flowers on doorsteps, and assisting in as
many ways as they are able.
Due to the lack of “news” at the moment we thought we would share with
everyone “Another Tale of a Mouse” following the interest shown in our earlier
article about the “Mouseman Lectern”, so here it is:
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There is further mouse in the Elm Ridge sanctuary! In the corner at the rear of the
church, near the sound desk, can be seen a custom-made stand holding a bell – I am
often asked by people upon their first visit to Elm Ridge “What is the significance of
a Methodist Church having a bell?” Close inspection of the stand upon which the
bell is hung will reveal a carved mouse – and yes! - the stand was specially designed
by Thompson‘s of Kilburn to hold that precious bell.
The next thread to the story is this – times without number people remark that
when they enter the gates to the Elm Ridge grounds they immediately feel an
atmosphere of peace. We like to think that the building and grounds exude this
atmosphere from their very beginning as a home for a devout Quaker Family whose
lives were based upon prayer.
Elm Ridge was built by John Pease, and completed in the summer of 1868. It was meant to be the home
of John and Sophia Pease and their (at the time) unmarried daughter, Mary Anna. John was the eldest son
of Edward Pease (the “Father of the Railways”) and it is well known in Darlington History that the Pease
Family were devout Quakers attending meetings every week at the Friends’ Meeting House in Skinnergate.
Unfortunately John passed away before the family were able to move in, but his widow and daughter did.
Mary Anna subsequently married Jonathan Backhouse Hodgkin, and Elm Ridge became their home for
over 50 years and they raised their family of five children there.
At the start of every day all the family and all the staff were called by Jonathan to prayer in the Dining
Room (the room which is now known as the “Library”): he read a bible passage, sometimes chose a hymn,
and led prayers, all those present kneeling in front of their seats. The staff were
called to prayer “by the ringing of a bell”.
When the house was built a belfry was constructed almost over the side door,
and in fact that belfry remained in place until the late 1980’s. Indeed on each
of the upper floors of the building one can still find a small cupboard through
which the bell rope passed, and in the roof space the mechanism for the bell is
still in place. Some 40 years ago the bell was rung every Sunday morning for
five minutes preceding our morning worship service – one of the few Methodist
Churches in the United Kingdom to have a bell! The young people took it in
turns to perform this task.
As the years passed the elements took their toll on the belfry, the upper half of
which was largely of timber construction, and it was decided for safety’s sake
to dismantle the upper part leaving the stone plinth, upon which it stood, as
a feature. However, the bell itself was retained in the church as a reminder of
a daily call to prayer. Please go and take a look at it when you can – it still works! Indeed upon a private
visit to the church last autumn to learn about the history of our beautiful building and our hopes for our
grounds, our MP, Peter Gibson, couldn’t resist giving it a try!
Mary Everitt
The Pathway
The path to The Pathway leads in and more importantly at the
present time leads out.
The Holiday Club for village children continued after the success
of the Summer project week with a Half Term activity and Nativity
boxes distributed for Christmas. In December we were able to hold
a Toy Service in the Chapel which raised over £200 along with two
large bags of toys for the Salvation Army appeal.
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Unfortunately we were unable to hold our Annual “Village Christmas” event but members of the Chapel
held a very chilly but much appreciated ‘Outdoor Carol Praise’ on Christmas Eve joined by members of
the public as they passed by. Christmas Dinner was not forgotten either as delivery of meals to the door
took place on Christmas Day for those who would have attended thanks to the work of Judith and a small
band of helpers.
Candles are now being distributed to every household in the village to share in the Light of Christ. Debbie
is certainly working hard to maintain the community links!
‘Pray, Bake and Read’ continues in the school - minus the reading - but the staff are really appreciative of
the special cakes and biscuits they are provided with weekly. ‘Pray, Bake and Chat’ is also still going for
isolated members of the congregation, again with less of the chat at the moment.
Whilst the Chapel building is closed we are holding regular ZOOM worship on Sunday mornings joined
by members of Barnard Castle Church. There is a weekly Tuesday coffee morning and Fellowship on every
other Sunday evening. Bible study is also still in action. Modern technology is wonderful. No getting out
of Stewards meetings because of the snow!
For the members who are unable to access the material available on line and through ZOOM we are
providing weekly postings of printed material which is greatly appreciated.
So while there is chaos and confusion we are able to keep in touch as best we can with a word and a smile.
Everyone is in our thoughts and prayers.
Alan Matthews
The Well
Hi again and welcome to this months edition of news from your family of
‘Wellies’ at The Well and may our Lord bless you in His very own special way
in what is already turning into a rather more hopeful year than 2020 was and
may all your prayers and wishes be answered and good news is a friend and not a distant memory.
So ‘New Beginnings’ and a New Year to embrace the endless possibilities that our Lord provides on a daily basis
and move forward with a determination, caution, tentative, hope filled determination that can bring about
a slow but sure return to some sort of normality albeit a slow one as we now find ourselves in ‘Lock down 3’,
but if this course of action is deemed necessary for us as a race to move forward then it is what we must do to
safeguard our future.
So, ‘new beginnings’, as soon as it was mentioned I was transported immediately back to my teens and
remember the story of a tragic event that occurred during the mid eighties and how it was quite profound in
how I as a young person, growing up in the scary world beyond the four safe walls I grew up within and how it
moulded me into the person I am today and how it taught me about the sanctity of life and how potentially it
can be taken away from you in a brushstroke.
Anyway the event was a bus crash involving a band at the time who were on a bit of a crest of a wave with hit
records, and popularity going through the roof with sell out concerts and for some of us in our later years may
remember the band in question, namely Bucks Fizz. The band had just finished a concert in Newcastle and they
where heading back to the hotel and this is when the accident occurred with all the members of the band being
injured, but one in particular, namely Mike Nolan being rushed into hospital with head injuries so serious he
lapsed into a coma and to be honest people feared for his life. It was headline news for a while and there was
lots of good wishes and prayers both for him and the rest of the band. Fast forward a couple of years, and here
they are and I’m showing my age now, the band were sat on the GMTV sofa with Anne Diamond and there
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was Mike Nolan with the rest of the band being interviewed and talking about their new album, single and the
resumption of the tour that had been cut so cruelly short by the sad events on that snowy night in Newcastle
two years previous. Mike was talking about the accident, his hospitalization and the surgery that had to be
performed to save his life etc., but he just wanted to say one important thing to his fans and the general public,
and it was to say thank you for all the medical staff at Newcastle RVI for what they had done for him and all
the well wishes and prayers he had received. The name of the new single by the band was ‘New Beginnings’ and
they where saying it was so appropriate as they felt they had been given a second chance and it was their way
of saying thank you to the fans for their prayers and well wishes. The power of prayer is truly amazing and still
applies even more today than back then.
Talking of new beginnings, we have had a few this month already with both Brian and Lara talking of their
new beginning in the UK and all the waiting that occurred prior to their move into a strange country during
an event that had not been witnessed in over 70 years. The worry and anxiety, but ultimately the trust they
put in God and how issues and the waiting for practical items like passports and visa’s etc, but they are here
entertaining us with their live/recorded services on Zoom and we are all grateful for the positive impact their
‘New Beginning’ and their prayers and presence has had on all at The Well.
New beginnings occurred as well for my good self in the form of a new job at one of our other Churches in
Darlington, namely Harrowgate Hill Methodist Church and following my interview, acceptance of the role
and subsequent delivery of necessary permissions and official documents, I started my new role on the 1st of
January officially so what a fantastic way to start your service to God in a venue that endorses the praise and
acknowledgement of His greatness and blows away the cobwebs of ‘ working for the man’ instead I’m ‘working
for the MAIN MAN’.
During the opening month of this year of hope we also had visits to our online services by both Jenny Selly
and Rachel Pinkney with both contributing in different ways to our services by talking about how Our Fathers
greatness is always evident throughout the year with all the marvels of the seasons as they unfold around us
and listening to the telling of the story of the blind man and how Jesus had to go back a second time to restore
the man’s eyesight back to full glory - which incidentally is a bit like my good self on a morning when I can’t
find my glasses so I can find the coffee machine; although Jesus is always there to help me out and like the
blind man I need to see things partially before I see the big picture and that is still and always will be part of
my journey.
The Hutton’s finished off the month of services with a live/recording service of ‘Salt and Light’ and how we
can adopt this role and grow towards Jesus and God. Whilst doing this we can learn to sprinkle, shine and
sparkle, but I must admit the faces that Brian was pulling whilst showing the meaning of having the correct
amount of salt in our being for the purposes of the message was not something I could do, so thanks for being
the sacrificial guinea pig Brian, but I did enjoy the musical version of The Lords Prayer and also both favourites
of mine, Raise a Hallelujah and Amazing Grace.
We also had the pleasure of revisiting Darlington’s version of The Blessing and how we needn’t feel separated
by God in these current times.
As you can probably gather from the current condition of lockdown we are all under, the various activities that
are usually open are not at the minute, but we are operating a delivery service for the baby bank and also if any
body wants to spend time in prayer at The Well just get in touch either by the FB page or if you have another
means of contact please do so. Check out the FB page for all other info in regards to updates etc.
So with the flavour of the New Year upon us and also the implementation of the new vaccine and the fantastic
work that the NHS staff, vaccination centre staff, police, armed forces and all key workers in their various
different roles are carrying out let us all pray and hope that this vaccine and the lifting of restrictions be
brought about in a more positive way for all humanity then we can all enjoy this New Beginning TOGETHER
with our lord Jesus Christ and God.
Thank you and God bless you
Fred Tennant
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Haughton
Our Chapel here at Haughton may be closed at the moment but our work still goes on. Thank goodness
for the telephone and modern technology which has enabled us to keep in touch and support each other!
A great American preacher, Bishop Phillip Brooks once said “For a successful life,
we need both a present and a future, that is to say we need something which is already
achieved, and something which has yet to be realized.”
We need both a present and a future if we are to live life well, the present at the
moment is very challenging, but the future holds great promise.
Those of you who know me well, know that my little dog Archie is the love of
my life, he has been a great comfort to me over this last year, but he is totally
unaware of what has been going on, as long as he gets lots of cuddles, food for his
snack pouch and walks, he is one happy little boy.
So we wait now for that brighter future when we can once again open our doors
for worship……
Ann Thubron

Dance of Joy
Sad circumstances recently meant that we welcomed visitors into our home for a short break. One of
them was a young child. Well I can tell you that was hard work, especially with the challenges of lock
down ie home schooling and the limited access to recreation , not to say having to get used to a timetable
of early rising, regular meals and bath time and bed.
But as the stay went on, it became such a joy. It gave me the opportunity to reconnect with toys and books
that had so many happy memories of time with our own children. The routine required that I was more
focused and structured, no more wafting about whether I should have an extra 10 minutes in bed because
it was dark and the weather was miserable, no I needed to be up, dressed and ready for chatty breakfasts
before walking the dogs and settling to home schooling.
The biggest joy however was the opportunity to see things through the eyes of this young person, to
notice things, to question, to appreciate to challenge and to learn.
Many years ago I bought a book written and compiled by Liz Babbs entitled The Celtic Heart, which I came
across when looking for things for our young visitor to do. It opened at the page “Dance of Joy.”
I would like to share this with you, and my hope is that during this period
of Lent you will be able to find time in your life to “Dance with Joy.”
God wants us to enjoy the whole of our journey through life. It’s not an
endurance test - though sometimes it might seem like it! In the Old
Testament, God instructed his people to eat, sing, dance and celebrate.
Indeed Jesus’ first miracle was to make wine for a party.
There are some people who radiate such natural joy that you cannot fail
to be moved by it. For their joy reminds us that we are blessed at every
turn. To express joy is to be alive to that childlike quality within, where
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hope dances freely across the face of adversity. It’s only as we learn how to celebrate all aspects of our life
the we can fully understand the true meaning of joy. For the joy of the Lord is our strength.
‘Lord of creation, open our eyes to your glory and release our hearts to dance.’
Hazel Neasham

Volunteers needed to help with teaching students
Hi Everyone
My name is Ruth Boocock. As well as being Tim Boocock’s (Superintendent, Darlington Circuit) wife,
I am a lecturer.
My new intake of students are unable to get into local hospitals to practise their skills so I wondered if
some of you might be willing to help. I hope to run some virtual sessions with them using a video chat
(like zoom). The skills they need to practise are those of communication and professionalism.
One session would involve pairing a volunteer up with a student in an online breakout room. The
student’s task would be to interview you. They would chat to you about things like your weight history,
whether you have any bloods taken regularly, if you have any clinical conditions, what you usually eat
and your social circumstances. They would also enquire if you would like to make any food / lifestyle
related changes. They will not be giving advice. It is up to you how much or little you share. You do not
have to have a clinical condition or to have seen a dietitian before. The students will be working under
professional codes of conduct including confidentiality.
Another session would involve the students talking to a small group of volunteers about a food-related
topic.
After the sessions, you would complete a short feedback form as to how you think the student did e.g.
were they easy to talk to, did they act professionally, were they organised. You would return this to me
by email.
The sessions are planned for Wednesdays and Thursdays in March and would last up to 2 hours. There
would be regular breaks.
If you feel able to help me or want to know more, please send your name and email address to:
R.Boocock@tees.ac.uk and I will be in touch.
Thank you
Ruth

Deadline for items for the March issue is: Friday, 5th March
Please send to admin@darlingtoncircuit.org.uk or
Circuit Office, c/o Elm Ridge Methodist Church, Carmel Road South, Darlington. DL3 8DJ
Thank you!
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Reflections on Matthew 5: 14-15
I had only been at the National Coal Board training centre a couple of days when our instructor took us
for a walk. We walked a few hundred yards away from the brightly lit pit bottom. The only light we
had was our own cap lamps. He gathered us round him and said, “Switch off your lights”. It is difficult to
describe the experience that followed. You could almost feel the darkness. Putting a finger INTO your
eye you still could not see it. Complete lack of light. He did this to show how important our light was.
Without it we were utterly helpless. Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world.”
Why was this light so important? Firstly to show us where to tread. Forget the London Underground
- roadways in the pit where rough going.to say the least! Potholes to swallow your feet, various bits of
machinery to avoid. The light also helped us to spot danger. When “the weight came on,” headroom
could be reduced to three or four feet. Being tall I was extra careful not to bang my head! It would have
been impossible to work on the coal face to do our job, without a light.
The light which Jesus gives us guides, protects and helps us.
Another couple of points. A light could be seen from a long way off. No matter how small it looked it
could be seen. As John says in his Gospel (Chap 1:5) “The darkness has never overcome it.”
Lastly and difficult to believe. If you were familiar with someone you could tell who it was by their light.
Rather like recognising some one by their walk. We all carry our own light in our own way. It is OUR
light. As Joel Edwards says in his book title. “Lord make us one, but not all the same.”
Bill Bartle
(Barnard Castle)

Synod Saturday - 6th February
In the way of things during lockdown, Synod was held on Zoom on Saturday 6th February. At 9:30am
almost 90 representatives from across the District came together by the miracle of technology and the
hard work and meticulous preparations of the District Team and a small band of volunteers to whom I
give thanks and appreciation.
Our meeting was taking place only a few days after the acrimonious Parish Council meeting had gone
viral on Facebook and even made the national news! In the days preceding the meeting there had been
opportunities for prayer and reflection as part of the preparation and I am delighted to say that Synod was
conducted with grace and love and it was very obvious that God was with us..
The meeting was opened with greetings and devotions and then went into the business session. The first
two items were to deal with requests from two societies to cease to worship, Howden-le-Wear and Seaton
Carew. The meeting agreed. Please remember the members and friends of these societies in your prayers
as they start new travels with the Lord.
The next part of the meeting considered the Marriage and Relationship reports. Delegates were talked
through the process. The meeting was to consider and vote on the matter. Members were put into small
breakout groups and there was time for discussion and comment before we came back together for the
formal votes.
The Chair of the District Rev. Richard Andrew agreed to write an open pastoral letter about the conclusion
of our discussions and votes and this can be found in later pages.
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After this section, the meeting moved to the part that remembered the local preachers that had died in the
last year. Listening to Bill Offler read the name of each of the 17 preachers was moving and if I correctly
jotted the dates down that they became local preachers, then together they had been local preachers for
an amazing 857 years. Please give thanks to all those called to preach, especially at this time as they build
new ways of sharing with us God’s message.
Hazel Neasham

On My Bookshelf...
How have you been coping during lockdown? For me? I have been eating a little too much but I have also
been pumping iron, not that you could tell! My main coping strategy however is books. I have eclectic
tastes. At Christmas I was given three rugby autobiographies and a rugby history which I read cover to
cover in four days. Bliss. I would tell you more but rugby is a painful thing after the last weekend. Other
than to recommend ‘Loose Head’ by Joe Marler who writes with rare honesty and vulnerability about his
experience of self doubt and depression even as an international player. (Feel free to make gentle jokes
about England rugby fans and depression being occupational hazards...)
Theology of course is also a passion. I am treating myself to John Goldingay’s 800 page commentary
on Genesis. Goldingay is one of the best evangelical Old Testament theologians around and easy to
read. He is also responsible for the Old Testament Daily Study Bible series, the modern replacement for
William Barclay’s magisterial and much loved series. Devotionally I am reading the third volume of Walter
Brueggemann’s collected sermons. Brueggemann is also an Old Testament theologian but he is also a
consummate preacher. His words lead me deep into the presence of God. My spiritual reading is a new
surprise. Beverley Lanzetta’s book, ‘A New Silence: Spiritual Practices for the Monk Within’ is a solid and
helpful introduction to new monastic practices. It is always good when you find yourself stopping every
few pages to think.
You might be thinking by now that I never read anything fun but you would be wrong. I am also a lover
of fantasy literature especially urban fantasy. I have a secret hankering to be a wizard, what can I say? At
the moment I am re-reading the ‘Laundry Files’ as Bob Howard defends us against all manner of interdimensional horrors while navigating civil service expense forms and bureaucracy that makes the Elm
Ridge financial policy procedures manual look like the Beano! I have also just finished Stephen King’s
apocalyptic novel ‘Cell’ in which cell phone messages kill or reboot most of the population of the world.
Sometimes only the end of the world will suffice after a church meeting.
And finally, I have been exploring Forest Church. (Forest Church, Bruce Stanley)
this is new ground for a city boy like myself. I am therefore also trying to work
my way through Patrick Whitehead’s, ‘How to Read a Landscape.’ Stop me and I
may comment apparently quite knowledgeably about ridge and furrow fields. Be
quite assured however that I have no idea what I am talking about. Just as I have
written this sentence a new book has arrived on my welcome mat. This time it
is a work book, ‘Intergenerate: Transforming Churches through Intergenerational
Ministry’. Only 270 pages to go... Mind you I have a book on fasting and a new
commentary on Mark for Lent.
What are you reading? What feeds you? What would you recommend? Could you
do a book review for the Worm, sort of a Bookworm column... Any book groups
out there? Any interest in a Circuit book group? Serious or fun? Let me know and
let’s see what we can do?
Take care, Tim
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Dear friends,
I am writing to update you on the debate which took place at the Darlington District Synod on Saturday
6th February. The Synod had been called specifically to discuss the God in Love Unites Us report and
in turn to feed its views back to the Methodist Conference. The Conference will then debate the issues
again in June 2021 at which point it will make some final decisions about the recommendations in the
report.
As you may be aware the Synod was asked to vote on resolutions focused on principles of good relating,
a statement on cohabitation, the possibility of allowing same sex marriages on Methodist premises, and
possible changes to the guidance on marriage and to standing orders. I know that there are a wide range
of views on these issues and we have been concerned throughout to respect the diversity of view and to
encourage respectful conversation. I must confess to feeling humbled by both the quality and the tone
of the debate on Saturday and by a very real concern amongst Synod members to both celebrate our
diversity and to hold together even when we disagree – indeed this active work of reconciliation is, I
believe, an important witness to the world about how to disagree well and hold together in community.
The feedback from our discussion in both group work and plenary, which reflected this diversity of view
will form part of our feedback to Conference.
Overall the Synod strongly endorsed the recommendations within the report although, in relation to
certain resolutions, there was a significant minority against. The voting was as follows:
Resolution 10/2 (Principles of Good Relating):
Resolution 10/3 (Statement on Cohabitation):
Resolution 10/7 (Changes to Guidance on Marriage):
Resolution 10/8 (The Principle of Same Sex Marriages on Methodist Premises):
Resolution 10/9 (Changes to standing orders):

For: 84 Against: 3
For: 81 Against: 7
For: 74 Against: 13
For: 75 Against: 14
For: 79 Against: 10

I recognise that there will be different feelings about this outcome across the district. There will be
some who celebrate the result: for others this will be a source of pain or continuing discernment. In
these circumstances it is important that we hold one another in prayer, that we continue to journey
together and to hold one another in Christ’s love. In recent years we have talked a lot about living with
contradictory convictions. I hope that the compassionate and mature way in which Synod members of
different views handled this discussion is a model and sign of the future and of the Church we aspire to
be, in which all are welcome and in which our diversity, of many kinds, is seen as a gift to share rather
than as something which pulls us apart.
You may be wondering what happens next. As I indicate above, the Conference will debate the report
again in June having received votes from all of the District Synods. In terms of Resolution 10/8, if the
Conference accepts the recommendation, it will then be up to individual church councils whether or not
to register to allow same sex marriage on their premises and for individual ministers to decide whether or
not they wish to conduct a same sex marriage. There will be no compulsion upon either a church council
or a minister to do so. I recognise that it will take time for church councils to consider the implications
of the report in full. I would encourage you to take the time that you need and if you feel district support
or involvement would be helpful to facilitate this at a local level, do please let me know. Likewise, if a
pastoral conversation before or after my sabbatical would be helpful, do let me know.
A central text for my ministry is Galatians 3:28 which affirms that in Christ there is no longer Jew or
Greek, slave or free, male or female, for we are all one in Christ Jesus. It is a central text in a gospel of
reconciliation. In many respects the universal Church has fallen far short of that vision. My prayer is
that, in a small way, our modelling of what it means to live together with contradictory convictions is a
sign of Christ’s presence with us.
Yours in Christ, The Revd Richard Andrew | Chair of the Darlington District
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Pastoral Matters

Hurworth and The Well churches have embarked
Pastoral Missioners have allocated a regular time on a pastoral drive, as pamper packs and snack
slot for pastoral matters, Tuesday afternoons parcels were delivered to some people in the
between 1 and 3 pm on Zoom. Initially this will various church communities.
be for Pastoral Secretaries, to share some time
together. The intention, in the future, will be Harrowgate Hill celebrate their chapel anniversary
to offer churches the opportunity to have an of 118 years.
individual slot, which can be used for their usual
pastoral meeting, and to which pastoral visitors Haughton Church is preparing the budget and
costs to purchase a program that will assist and
can be involved.
Lyn Cookson help people with dementia in the area in our
Sunday services and possibly even in our schools.
Rev. Brian Hutton

News from the Youth Team
February is the month of love! We are in love with the thought of our journey towards Easter! The
Youth Team are continuing to meet weekly with our young people and are loving seeing their faces!
Or weird backgrounds on Zoom. Please contact Morvyn if you like to direct any young people to these
online groups: darlington.youthworker@gmail.com
Messy Church is going online this month. We have not done a full Messy Church service online yet, so
February will be our first one and it will be on Shrove Tuesday (16th February) at 4pm - come armed
with pancakes! Find us on Facebook @darlingtonmessychurch
The District Courageous Day is coming up this month #Grow #Travel # Transform. We will be visited
by Phoebe Parkin our Methodist Youth President ! We are loving the District young people getting
together to encourage each other. Please pray for us and please plant your chives and get them out to
any families you can. All young people aged 8 to 23yrs are invited, for free tickets to the online event go
to: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/128871226307
Make Lunch February Half term will include buckets of love, crafts and food. If you are able to contribute
to the Make Lunch bags - we always need tinned tomatoes, pasta, hotdogs, tinned veg and rice pudding.
It’s great to be able to spread our love for Jesus and each other as we go into Lent.
Look out for a ‘heart wave’ happening around The Well over the Valentines weekend. We are blessing
our community with some hearts!
The Baby Bank is operating as a delivery service still. At least 7 families per week are given clothes,
nappies, toys and equipment and it’s gratefully received. We love helping families and keeping people
going when things are tough. Please pray for these families and babies - that they may feel the power of
God working in their lives and that they may take comfort in His unfailing love.
Morvyn and Emma
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Brief Report from the Darlington Circuit Meeting
8th February
This article is written to give you a flavour of the main discussion and issues at the Circuit Meeting, held
on Zoom. If you want to know more or to read the actual reports, please talk to your Church Senior
Steward or Treasurer or contact Valerie Tooth Secretary to the Circuit meeting.
Bondgate:
At the last Circuit Meeting in November 2019, the CLT confirmed that it had reluctantly concluded that
there was no viable option to keep Bondgate open and the meeting agreed to sell the property. Subsequent
to the meeting, an approach was made by the charity First Stop with a view to using Bondgate as their
base. First Stop had submitted a detailed proposal that included long/short-term rental and purchasing
options.
There was no guarantee that any of First Stop’s proposals would come to fruition and the meeting was
acutely aware of the significant overheads incurred (utilities, ongoing maintenance and repairs etc)
pending sale or change of use so time is of the essence. Therefore, after much discussion, the meeting
decided that the best way forward was to place the property on the market as planned whilst continuing
to discuss options with First Stop.
Connexional Report - Trustee and Oversight
The meeting had received a report from Connexion supported by a briefing paper written Rev Tim Boocock.
Connexion is seeking to reduce the time spent on bureaucracy and managing churches to enable all of us
(ministers and our postholders) to spend more time on mission activities. Tim was at pains to stress that
this was not about closing churches. But, instead to look at options to use our time more effectively. The
meeting agreed that the best way forward was to share this with our church members. If they have not
done so already, your church stewards will be seeking your views/opinions/ideas which will be fed back to
the Circuit Leadership Team to consider. There would then be a conversation without agenda at Church
Councils as soon as it was appropriate No changes will be made unless Church Councils are ‘on board’.
Deferred Special Resolution: regarding procedures affecting Churches who rent their buildings for the
use of other Churches, to extend the rental period to the was accepted. Church Councils would also need
to vote on this in due course.
Reports received:Local Preachers and Worship Leaders (LWLP): Brian Simpson gave a report from LWLP. It was reported
that Susan Jaleel had resigned her membership of the Methodist Church. Special thanks were given to the
local preachers in the Barnard Castle and Teesdale Circuit who have supported the Darlington Circuit.
Safeguarding: Lyn Cookson presented a report and everyone was encouraged to take the opportunity to
complete the safeguarding training that was to be available shortly via Zoom. Lyn will contact people who
are required to renew their training.
Children and Young People: Morvyn Sanderson spoke of the report she had prepared. During Half Term
the team will distribute Bags of Hope to 35 families. They are continuing to present school assemblies by
Zoom.
Pastoral Missioners: Chris Russell presented the report and thanked everyone who had supported them
at Christmas.
Senior Stewards Report: Hazel Neasham had circulated a report, it was noted that 26 Barnes Road had
been sold and that 9 Mowbray Drive and Pierremont Church are on the market.
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GDPR: Cath Warden had produced a report which was accepted. There were no questions.
Finance: Simon Charters, Circuit Treasurer, had produced financial report on 2020/21. He also circulated
a draft version of the Annual Report that will be submitted to the Charity Commission once the 2019/2o
accounts had been audited by the independent examiner.
It was noted that a new Treasurer was required, names to be passed to Rev Tim Boocock.
Rev Tim thanked everyone who gave their time to the work of individual societies and the Crcuit.
The next Circuit Meeting is Monday 21st June 2021.
Hazel Neasham
Senior Circuit Steward

Our Circuit series Holy Habits continues through the months
of February and March.
Those of you who have joined us before, will know the format - but we would like to encourage those of you who
haven’t joined yet to give it a try.
The planned sessions are as follows:
Sunday, 14th February - ‘Prayer’ led by Rev. Tim Boocock at 6pm
Sunday, 21st February - ‘Giving’ led by Rev. Tim Boocock at 6pm
Sunday, 28th February - ‘Service’ led by Rev. Graham Cutler at 6pm
Midweek Sessions will be held on a Thursday evening at 7:30pm led by Rev. Tim Boocock
The Zoom meeting detail is:
Meeting ID: 944 5734 4751
The details are the same as the first series, but please if you haven’t joined us before register for the meetings and the passcode will be sent directly to you
(admin@darlingtoncircuit.org.uk)

Magazine of the Darlington Methodist Circuit
Registered Charity No: 1132005
Circuit Office c/o Elm Ridge Methodist Church, Carmel Road South, Darlington. DL3 8DJ
Tel: 01325 282491 / admin@darlingtoncircuit.org.uk
16

