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Prayer for peace in Ukraine
Holy and Gracious God
• We pray for the people of Ukraine and the people of Russia; for their
countries and their leaders.
• We pray for all those who are afraid; that your everlasting arms hold
them in this time of great fear.
• We pray for all those who have the power over life and death;
• that they will choose for all people life, and life in all its fullness.
• We pray for those who choose war; that they will remember that you
direct your people to turn our swords into ploughshares and seek for
peace.
• We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they are inspired by the
wisdom and courage of Christ.
• Above all, Lord, today we pray for peace for Ukraine.
• And we ask this in the name of your blessed Son.
Lord have mercy
Amen
For more information please visit: Prayers for Ukraine (methodist.org.uk)
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Statement on Ukraine from the Methodist Presidency
‘We are horrified and heartbroken as we witness the violent assault on Ukraine by the Russian military.
This devastating action and ensuing loss of life have rightly been condemned across the world. It is a
very clear violation of the UN Charter and as such imperils the foundation upon which international
security is built and on which we all depend. We regret the failure to build an understanding with
Russia and we pray for the Ukrainian and Russian peoples, including the Methodist church leaders in
the region and the Methodist communities across Ukraine. Christians are called to ‘pursue peace with
everyone’ (Hebrews 12:14); this mandate is clear and requires courage, perseverance and understanding.
We ask you to pray for all politicians, that there may be an end to aggression and that dialogue, justice
and peace may be established’.
Taken from the Methodist.org website

Our thoughtless Wasting
For heat blasing in open doorways,
for lights burning in empty rooms,
for homes basking in T-shirt warmth
forgive our thoughtless wasting.
For leaving windows draughty,
for lagging left undone,
for lofts uninsulated,
forgive our thoughtless wasting.
For cars that guzzle petrol,
for driving little journeys
for cheaper fares on planes
forgive our thoughtless wasting.
God grant us clear thinking, right action and a
gentle lifestyle. Amen
Chris Polhill
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(Taken from ‘Eggs and Ashes’ written by Ruth Burgess
and Chris Polhill, published by Wild Goose Publications

Deadline for items for the April issue is: Monday, 28th March
Please send to admin@darlingtoncircuit.org.uk or
Circuit Office, c/o Elm Ridge Methodist Church, Carmel Road South, Darlington. DL3 8DJ
Thank you!

News from the Churches
Cockerton

After closing yet again due to covid (following a funeral at church, several members were infected so we
thought it only right to close) we opened again in February. Fortunately it has worked out very well with
reasonable numbers for Sunday worship, but especially for our group meetings.
Ladies Group are now meeting alternate Tuesday afternoons between 2-4pm. We are trying to have a
speaker one week and the following meeting more of a social event. We would be grateful to anyone who
could recommend, at a reasonable cost, speakers who would be willing to come in one afternoon. We
would welcome anyone interested in joining us and look forward to seeing you.
Ladies Group Choir are now meeting every Thursday afternoon at 2pm and again, if you would like to join
an all female choir, you would be very welcome.
Guild are meeting on the alternative Tuesday afternoons to Ladies Group in the downstairs hall and have
a very interesting programme planned for the year. If anyone would like more details, please contact Brian
Simpson.
Mother and Toddler Group meet every Wednesday, morning sessions 10-12noon and afternoons 1:30-3pm.
This is a really fun place, very busy but so well organised.
Girls Brigade, we have an extremely popular Girl’s Brigade who meet every Friday evening from 6pm onwards. Sue Allinson (Leader) received her 40 years service award at a fantastic Christingle Service led by
Rev. Graham Cutler in December. Sue has fantastic support from her other leaders and they are looking
forward to welcoming any new members.
Lunch Club is really thriving. At the moment we meet once a month (2nd Monday in the month) but people are so enthusiastic that they are asking for more, which may happen in the future but for now we are
sticking to the one. A good two course lunch followed by tea of coffee is service at 12:30pm. Unfortunately
you have to book for lunch for catering reasons, but once again can I say, you would be very welcome!
With the beginning of Lent, we have decided to do a Lent Service and Lunch starting on March 9th, 23rd
and April 6th. We will start the service at 12noon led by Pam Martin, followed by soup and roll lunch.
We would love to see as many people as possible, so please feel free to come along. We are also restarting
Easter Breakfast on Easter Sunday, but in a different format. We will be using the back of the Sanctuary
for breakfast, commencing at 10am and then continuing our Easter celebrations with a service at 10:45am
led by Rev. Colin Roberts. Again the door is always open to anyone who would like to come along - you
will be very warmly welcomed.
After many, many years of service, we have to say goodbye to Bob Dean, our Property Steward. Bob has
done a stalwart job and certainly deserves a well earned rest. Unfortunately we have no-one to replace
him at the moment so if anyone in our Circuit community could offer a helping hand - no matter how
small, we would be so grateful.
We would also like to say a gigantic thank you to our stand-in organists and clavinova players. Carol,
Geoff, Steve, John, Doreen and Mavis. Thank you seems to be inadequate as we certainly wouldn’t have
managed without them all and I will continue to pester you each time a new Plan comes out! You must
dread the phone ringing at this time, but what more can I say, but ‘Thank you’.
Pat Skipsey

The Pathway
It has been good to feel, as a Chapel, we are now in our ‘new normal’ with activities up and running once
again.
As a congregation we are aware that some of our members are unable to attend Sunday Worship. Printed
services are delivered weekly and they are part of our pray, bake, chat activity where they are visited
fortnightly with cakes. We are now able to join them in their homes for a cuppa rather than on the
doorstep. It is very rewarding for all involved. Lent bags were delivered and much appreciated.
Around Valentines Day, Debbie organised ‘Bags of Love’ which were delivered to every home in Middleton.
The feedback was very good and it helps to keep The Pathway active in the community.
Lent commenced with a Candlelight Vigil for Peace in Ukraine on the evening of Ash Wednesday.
Meditations for Lent continue each Wednesday evening, alternating between The Pathway and Trinity
Church Eggleston. On Palm Sunday we meet on The Green at Eggleston where a donkey joins us. The
service is led by Rev Alison Wallbank. Other Easter services are on Maunday Thursday, a prayer walk
around Middleton on Good Friday and then Holy Communion on Easter Sunday.
Our Holiday Club will be planning activities for Easter.
During lockdown we shared our Sunday Services with our friends at Barnard Castle and new friends
were made. It was good to be invited to share a social evening with a choir, pie and peas and then country
dancing ably called by Rev Alan Coustick. Thank you for the invitation.
Dorothy Matthews

Hurworth
Why not visit for a breakfast bun, morning coffee, lunch or a cup of tea and a chat.? Perhaps you can
take time to browse the bookshelves and have a look at the notice board. You will find a warm welcome
from Andy and his team and afterwards we would urge you to take time for a walk around the village. The
village green has a lovely display of spring flowers and blossom and there are lambs in the fields off Blind
Lane and Roundhill Road. All evidence of God’s amazing creation and love for us.
The cafe is open Monday to Saturday 9am to 3pm. Footfall at the cafe has recovered following the Covid
restrictions and at our last Church Council meeting we agreed to fundraise so that we can alter the balcony
area to increase the capacity of the cafe and to upgrade the kitchen and hall areas to improve the facilities
for our regular groups and prospective hirers. We would appreciate your prayers for this work .
We have invited our children and youth groups to our Mothering Day service and we are worshipping at
All Saints Hurworth on Palm Sunday.
Hazel Neasham

Elm Ridge
Lent Lunches are to take place every Thursday for six weeks, commencing on Thursday 10th March, at 12
noon. All are welcome, but for catering purposes if you intend to come it would be helpful if you could

let Mary Everitt know by the Wednesday evening (07971 638 361). There will be no charge, but donations
will be welcome.
Elm Ridge grounds are beginning to reflect Spring – the daffodil cross on the drive is budding up, the
plants around the copper beech on the drive are flowering, the snowdrops are in full bloom, and we are
looking forward to the new flowers which were planted around the three crosses on the ridge. A working
party will shortly be tidying and preparing the herbaceous borders for the new season. In no time at all
the “Conker” tree on the drive will be showing green shoots – it is always the first tree in the grounds to
show new leaf. All are welcome to come and enjoy these beautiful grounds, and soak up the peaceful
atmosphere – always remembering that 90 years ago this June, Elm Ridge and it’s grounds were generously
given to Darlington Methodists to use for the Glory of God. Coffee is available in the Hall every Monday
morning from 10-12noon, and at the end of March will be available at other times too – further details to
come. So why not come along for a coffee, and a chat, and take a look around?
Mary Everitt

Haughton

MWiB News
Methodist Women in Britain is open to all Methodist Women, the Circuit representatives are Margaret
Wearmouth and Heather Coustick. Both are very interested to hear what activities / frequency of meeting the
women in the Circuit would like, please let them know. Their email addresses are :- margaretwearmouth@
googlemail.com and handa46vr@gmail.com
If you haven’t a Lent resource, Debs Coggrave the District MWiB President would like to recommend the Lent
resource ‘Let Wisdom Speak’ published by All We Can in partnership with MWiB.
Let Wisdom Speak - Lent 2022
Hear the voices of inspiring women from around the world and from the Bible as you explore All We Can’s
free Lent resources for 2022, developed in partnership with Methodist Women in Britain. The resources can
be used in your Bible study or house group and you can join an online study group hosted by All We Can. The
launch is at an event to celebrate International Women’s Day on 8 March 2022 at 6pm and the study group
starts on 15 March 2022 at 7pm.
Register your interest here.
Download or order your copy of Let Wisdom Speak devotional here.
Download the poster to help you to promote the resources here.
Tim Baker from All We Can has generously offered to come along to your local event to talk about the resources:
t.baker@allwecan.org.uk
All Methodist Women are invited to a Day of Easter Reflection at Stokesley Methodist Church on Monday 11th
April, there are refreshments from 10am and the event starts at 10.45am and will finish at 3pm. Refreshments
are provided and you will need to take a packed lunch. Please contact Hazel Neasham on 07397 173 097 if you
plan to attend and can offer to share transport or need to share transport.

Hazel Neasham

Loving God, your Son Jesus Christ, wept over Jerusalem.
Today, we weep over Ukraine.
We weep for those uprooted from their homes and lives.
We weep for those cowering in basements.
We weep for those who have witnessed death and destruction on their streets.
We weep for those separated from parents, from children, from spouses and siblings.
We are amazed at the resilience of people seeking to comfort those in need and so we pray for Governments
opening up borders so that Ukrainians can have safe passage.
We pray for churches and individuals providing food, clothing and shelter.
We pray for medical workers ensuring that shattered bodies are put back together again.
We pray for ordinary Russians demonstrating and voicing their disapproval of the military actions in Ukraine.
May the Holy Spirit give us the willpower to turn our tears into action also.
May we, through our words, prayers and example pursue the things that make for a just peace in the world today
and especially in Ukraine.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.
Amen
(taken from the methodist.org.uk website)

Four years separate these two photos. The first was taken at the 2018 Methodist
Conference meeting at Nottingham University and it was a joy to chat with Volodymyr
Prikop, a young Methodist minister from Lviv, Ukraine who was a representative that
year from the world Methodist family. Though his English was excellent we actually
chatted in Russian, which was useful practice for me as I had graduated Russian at
that self-same Nottingham University fifty years earlier, before going on to teach it at
Barrow Grammar School for Boys, the town where I became friends with Gilbert and
Carol Braithwaite, of blessed memory in your Circuit.
The second photograph was taken at the end of February this year and is a still from an
online video interview Volodymyr did with an American Methodist former colleague of
his who had worked in Ukraine. From the peaceful setting of the Methodist Conference
to the morning-till-night (and probably into the night) work of helping refugees who
are arriving in Lviv by train and car and bus, in many cases after a harrowing journey
from eastern Ukraine and onto an unknown future firstly that begins once the border
has been crossed into Poland and other adjacent countries. In the interview Volodymyr speaks movingly
of the ways in his congregation and so many more are helping amidst the heart-breaking scenes we have
witnessed on television in recent days. I recommend listening to his words which you can access at:
https://vimeo.com/683911680?fbclid=IwAR2ZPIFn4zswQcx6U3Rz6cfPoo3VQdxtBL81z6qdcNwI2CFAw5t4iGaLi6U
Roger Stubbings
Supernumerary Minister, Chorley & Leyland Circuit

Missional Discipleship

Introduction to the Inspire Way of Life and missional
discipleship with a fellowship band taster
Saturday 19th March
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at: Elm Ridge Methodist Church,
Darlington, DL3 8DJ.
A day of teaching, reßection,
worship, and sharing in small groups.
Led by Inspire Missioners:
Matt and Rachel Wright with the GB
Core Team

£18 per person
Hot drinks and cake
provided along with a
study journal
(lunch not provided)
advance registration is
required
To register visit:
www.inspiremovement.org/inperson-courses
For more information contact:
contact@inspiremovement.org

Financial support is available if needed

Darlington and Teesdale Methodist Circuit
Events throughout Lent
Lent Reflections at The Pathway
Upper Teesdale Churches Together
7.30-8pm

9th March: The Pathway
16th March: Holy Trinity, Eggleston
23rd March: The Pathway
30th March: Holy Trinity, Eggleston
6th April: The Pathway

Cockerton

Cockerton are having very simple Lent lunches
in the Sanctuary at 12noon
Wednesday 9th March
Wednesday 23rd March
Wednesday 6th April
These will led by members of our church and it
would be great if indications to attend were given
- for catering purposes.

Elm Ridge

Starting on 17th March for 5 weeks we have
Lent Lunches in the Hall at 12noon, No charge
is made, but voluntary donations welcome. It
would be good if intended attendance could be
notified - please contact Mary Everitt

Lent with Rev. Brian
Rev. John Bower and Rev. Brian Hutton are
speaking on a Lent course called ‘Break for Lent’.
Holy week services entitled ‘What if...?’
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday (with activities)
meeting at Hurworth, Harrowgate Hill, Haughton
and The Well.
At Harrowgate Hill on Maundy Thursday there
will be an agape supper.
Brian’s Weekly Bible study available on Zoom
called ‘Life after life’ discussing what the after life
may look like and what New Resurrection Life
means. This takes place on Wednesday mornings
at 10am. Zoom details available from the Circuit
Office.
Rev. Brian’s Daily Devotions are also available
during Lent - taken from the book of Psalms. The
devotions are available by email or by Whatsapp.
If you are interested, please drop Lindy a line
at admin@dandtcircuit.org.uk so that you can
receive these on a daily basis.
If you would like further details of any of these
events, please contact the Circuit Office:
01325 967013 / admin@dandtcircuit.org.uk

Circuit Bible Study
March: ‘Life after Life’ Lent Bible study
available on Zoom at 10am - please contact Circuit Office for details
Wednesday, 9th
Wedneday, 16th

Glimpses of Heaven on earth
What kind of body will we have? (1 Corinthians 15), and will our
pets go to heaven?

Wednesday, 23rd
Wednesday, 30th

BREAK
What does the Bible say about the after-life? What about angels?
What is our Christian message of hope?
BREAK
Possibilities of Resurrection: Eternal life means enter life.

Wednesday, 6th April
Wednesday, 13th

Holy week Together
Easter 2022
What if…

Holy week Monday 11th April 18h30 @ Hurworth
What if there is hope for broken people?
Holy Week Tuesday 12th April 18h30 @ Haughton
chapel
What if there is resurrection for Judas?
Holy Week Wednesday 13th April 18h30 @ Harrowgate
Hill
What if there is faith in those who mock?
Holy Saturday 16th April
Easter craft at The Well at 10h00
Easter Sunrise service together?
What if I really believed in resurrection?

“May God’s grace hold you amidst the
world’s shaking. When your circumstances are
uncertain may the certainty of God’s promises
and God’s Presence be your anchor points.
May you receive the gift of faith from God’s
Word ‘I will never leave you’. God is here”.
#niteblessing
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C r e a t i n g S a f e r S p a c e : S a f e g u a r d i n g Tr a i n i n g

Foundation Module

The new online version of the Creating Safer Space Foundation
Module Training is available in Spring 2022.
The training will be delivered via Zoom, and we will be offering
three sessions:

Monday 21st March, 2022: 6:30PM - 9:30PM
Tuesday 22nd March, 2022: 2:00PM - 5:00PM
Tuesday 22nd March, 2022: 6:30PM - 9:30PM
If you are not confident with Zoom, we will also be offering a thirty
minute ‘Zoom familiarisation session’ before the training on
Friday 18th March, 2022: 2PM
To book your place, fill out the booking form here: Creating Safer
Space: Foundation Module Online (google.com)
(The Zoom familiarisation session can also be booked via the
booking form link)
Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.
If you have any questions, or need any further information, contact
Jenny Prior: neregsafe.office@gmail.com

Please note the new number for the Circuit Office
01325 967013
Magazine of the Darlington Methodist Circuit
Registered Charity No: 1132005
Circuit Office c/o Elm Ridge Methodist Church, Carmel Road South, Darlington. DL3 8DJ
Tel: 01325 967013 / admin@dandtcircuit.org.uk

